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Whereas subsequent to receiving a re-

quest for an additional day of hearings 
by members of the minority party pur-
suant to rule XI, Representative SEN-
SENBRENNER scheduled such hearing on 
less than 48 hours notice; 

Whereas such hearing occurred on 
Representative SENSENBRENNER’s direc-
tive at 8:30 a.m., on Friday, June 10, 
2005, a date when the House was not in 
session session and votes were not 
scheduled; 

Whereas Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER directed his staff to require 
that the witnesses’ written testimony 
be made available on less than 18 hours 
notice; 

Whereas, during the course of the 
hearing, Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER made several false and dispar-
aging comments about members of the 
minority party in violation of rule 
XVII; 

Whereas, Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER failed to allow members of the 
committee to question each witness for 
a period of 5 minutes in violation of 
rule XI; 

Whereas Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER refused on numerous and re-
peated occasions throughout the hear-
ing to recognize members of the minor-
ity party attempting to raise points of 
order;
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Whereas when Representative NAD-

LER and Representative JACKSON–Lee 
sought recognition to raise a point of 
order, Representative SENSENBRENNER 
refused to recognize Representative 
NADLER or Representative JACKSON–
Lee, and intentionally and wrongfully 
adjourned the committee without ob-
taining or seeking either unanimous 
consent or a vote of the committee 
members present in violation of rule 
XVI; 

Whereas subsequent to Representa-
tive SENSENBRENNER’s improper ad-
journment of the hearing, his staff 
turned off the microphones and the 
electronic transmission of the pro-
ceedings and instructed the court re-
porter to stop taking transcription, 
even though the committee hearing 
had not been properly adjourned, and 
members of the minority party had in-
vited witnesses to continue to speak; 
and 

Whereas Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER willfully trampled the right of 
the minority to meaningfully hold an 
additional day of hearings in violation 
of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives, and brought discredit upon the 
House of Representatives: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That 
(1) the House strongly condemns the 

manner in which Representative SEN-
SENBRENNER has responded to the mi-
nority party’s request for an additional 
day of oversight hearings on the reau-
thorization of the USA PATRIOT Act, 
and the manner in which such hearing 
was conducted; and 

(2) the House instructs Representa-
tive SENSENBRENNER, in consultation 

with Representative CONYERS, to 
schedule a further day of hearings with 
witnesses requested by members of the 
minority party concerning the reau-
thorization of the USA PATRIOT Act.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LATHAM). Under rule IX, a resolution 
offered from the floor by a Member 
other than the majority leader or the 
minority leader as a question of the 
privileges of the House has immediate 
precedence only at a time designated 
by the Chair within 2 legislative days 
after the resolution is properly noticed. 

Pending that designation, the form of 
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from New York will appear in 
the RECORD at this point. 

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That 
determination will be made at the time 
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2862, 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SCIENCE, STATE, JUSTICE, COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 314 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2862. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2862) 
making appropriations for Science, the 
Departments of State, Justice, and 
Commerce, and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, 
and for other purposes, with Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and the gentleman 
from West Virginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to begin 
consideration of H.R. 2862, making ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2006 for 
Science, the Departments of State, 

Justice, Commerce, and related agen-
cies. This bill provides funding for pro-
grams whose impact ranges from the 
safety of people in their homes and 
communities to the conduct of diplo-
macy around the world, to the farthest 
reaches of space exploration. 

The bill before the House today re-
flects a delicate balance of needs and 
requirements. We have drafted what I 
consider a responsible bill for fiscal 
year 2006 spending levels for the de-
partments and agencies under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction. We have had 
to carefully prioritize funding in the 
bill and make hard choices about how 
to spend scarce resources. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
California (Chairman LEWIS) for sup-
porting us with a fair allocation and 
helping us to move the bill forward. I 
also would like to thank the ranking 
member, the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MOLLOHAN), who has been 
very effective and a valued partner and 
colleague on this bill. I appreciate his 
principled commitment and under-
standing of the programs in the bill. 

Also I wanted to thank all members 
of the subcommittee for their help and 
assistance: the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. TAYLOR), the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. KIRK), the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON), the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
CULBERSON), the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. ALEXANDER), the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. SERRANO), who 
used to be the ranking member on the 
committee, the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. CRAMER), the gentleman 
from Rhode Island (Mr. KENNEDY), and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
FATTAH), and also the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), the ranking 
member of the full committee. 

Mr. Chairman, I also want at the out-
set to thank the members of the staff 
who have worked incredibly hard, as I 
am sure all subcommittee staff on this 
committee do on appropriations, but 
particularly want to thank them pub-
licly. Mike Ringler, the clerk of the 
subcommittee, who has led the sub-
committee through the House appro-
priations process. Also I want to thank 
Christine Kojac, John Martens, Anne 
Marie Goldsmith, Joel Kaplan and 
Celia Aloavado for their tireless ef-
forts. Their work is very much appre-
ciated. They have done an outstanding 
job. 

In my personal office, I want to 
thank Dan Scandling, Janet Shaffron, 
J.T. Griffin, Samantha Stockman and 
Courtney Schlieter for their efforts and 
work with the subcommittee. 

From the minority staff, I want to 
thank David Pomerantz, Michelle 
Burkett, Rob Nabors, Sally Moorhead 
and Julie Aaronson for their insight 
and input on the bill. 

It has been a good bipartisan effort. 
Sometimes those things are said, but 
sometimes there is not a lot of reality 
to them. But this has been a good bi-
partisan effort. As in past years, we 
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